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Contact: Linda Brander, program manager, Montana Department of Commerce SBIR, (406) 
841-2749.
UM AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE TO AWARD 
GRANTS FOR MONTANA BUSINESSES
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana, in conjunction with the Montana Department of Commerce’s 
Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR), will award eight $5,000 competition 
assistance grants to Montana businesses. The money is being made available through UM’s 
National Science Foundation Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (NSF 
EPSCoR) funds.
The purpose of the Phase 0 grant program is to provide financial assistance to businesses 
to help with the costs of preparing SBIR Phase 1 proposals, expand the number of Montana 
companies seeking research and development funds through the SBIR program, and to improve 
the success rate of SBIR proposals submitted by Montana businesses.
The Montana SBIR Rural Outreach Program, created in 1999, helps Montana business 
compete for more than $1 billion in federal grants that have been earmarked for research and 
development. In 2000, 24 Montana businesses were awarded more than $5 million in grants. In 
2001, 35 companies captured more than $11 million.
Proposals must be submitted to Linda Brander, Montana Department of Commerce SBIR 
program manager, by 5 p.m. Dec. 2. Details of the Phase Grant Program and submission 
requirements can be found on the SBIR Web site at www.sbir.state.mt.us.
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